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their hearts and their home, and constant discord and
strife and mutual aversion and animosity imbitter do-
mestic life ; in one word, when, instead of being a source
•of the highest felicity, marriage becomes the source of
(the deepest woe and misery; then the sanctity of matri-
mony, as well as the welfare of the parties, make it advisa-
ble that the unhappy union should be dissolved. Divorce
is here only the external dissolution of a relation which,
internally, has already been destroyed.
The Mosaic Law, which, though raising the highest
standard of moral principles, never loses sight of life as
it is, and endeavors to regulate and mitigate such evils
as can not be extirpated, therefore permits divorces under
certain conditions.
S. REGULATIONS OF THE MOSAIC LAW.
The principal passage concerning divorce is found in
Deuteronomy xxiv. 1, 2, and reads as follows :
4t When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it
come to pass that she find no favor in his eyes, because he
hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her
a bill of divorcement, and give in her hand, and send her out
of his house. And when she is departed out of his house, she
may go and become another man's wife." (1)
(i) In close connection follows here the law prohibiting the former
husband to remarry the divorced woman after she had contracted an-
other marriage, which again had been dissolved. This part of the
law was treated of above, in the chapter on prohibited marriages,
p. 42, § 13.
The Septuagint and some modern commentators regard the four
verses of this passage as forming only one sentence, of which the first
three are the conditional clauses (protasis}, while verse 4 is the main
clause (apodosis), and consequently translate: "If a man has taken a

